more abundant than previously thought. It should be sought at additional sites in Syria, as well as eastern Turkey and Iraq. Images of I. olympica and I. duriei from Akkar are at: http://www.odu.edu/˜lmusselm/plant/index.php
In addition to I. olympica and I. duriei we found a third species which is apparently new to science. Hybrids are known from most places in the world where two or more species grow together and we have recently noted the first hybrids involving I. duriei (with I. histrix) (Bolin et al., 2008) .
The addition of these species to the flora of Lebanon is significant for two reasons. It is the first report of I. duriei in the eastern Mediterranean. We have also documented new populations of I. olympica formerly thought to be of great conservation concern. The only quillwort we have not yet found in Lebanon is I. histrix forma subinermis (sometimes known as I. subinermis (Bory) Cesca & Peruzzi, see Bolin et al., 2008) . Because this taxon, sensu Mouterde, has a complete velum, it must include I. duriei and I. olympica. It is likely that additional quillwort species could be found in the eastern Mediterranean and we hope that this note will help botanists be aware of these easily overlooked plants.-LYTTON J. MUSSELMAN and MOHAMMAD S. AL-ZEIN, Department of Biological Sciences, Old Dominion University, Norfolk, Virginia 23529-0266, USA.
